P-4

10

1L

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

2z

24

25

ak an interpational magnitude because of the use of the
area by the wildlife and bizds, particularly in their
migratory patterns.

It's beean well-documentsad that the stake of
California hag had a btremendous lose of its wetlands, and
this is & critical slement within that Lly-way zone. We
are not supportive of the water transfer if ic, in fact,
changes the shoreline for the lake -- or the Sea. That's
consistent with a rescluticm that wae adopted by CVAG, the
Coachealla Valley hesociation of Governnents, as wall as
surselves., We believe that any transfer nesds to mitigata
and/or address maincaining its shoreline.

We balisve that not only will this uwpset the
important areas for the bird life, but that there is an
unguantifiable impact potentially on the fisheries as a
rasult of having a deacresse in water levels, and by a
potential increase in the tamparature of Ehe water.
Therefore, putting it potentially inte a situation where
you have aven accelerated evaporaktion.

Thera are a lot of arguments an that issue on
hoth sides, but we don't think that that has been resclved
to a point ko whare it would ha inballigenke for ue am, if
you will, a species, for that matter, to take a gamble on
what that modeling might look like at this early stage.

We alsa believe that as a result of exposing

ip
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Response to Comment P1-5
In the absence of the Proposed Project, the shoreline of the Salton Sea
is projected to decline. Water conservation and transfer under the
Proposed Project would accelerate the rate of decline and result in a
lower shoreline at equilibrium. As explained under Impact BR - 49,
shoreline habitat would continue to be available for birds at lower
surface elevations, and analysis of available bathymetric data suggests
that the amount of shallow water habitat could increase. As a result,
adverse impacts to birds from a decline in the water surface elevation
are not expected.

The Salton Sea model developed by Reclamation was used to project
salinity in the Salton Sea under the Project Alternatives and Baseline
condition. This model took into consideration factors influencing
evaporative losses (including weather conditions and the size of the
Salton Sea) in predicting salinity.

The Salton Sea Habitat Conservation Strategy in the HCP would avoid
significant impacts to biological resources from the Proposed Project by
offsetting project-related reductions in inflow to the Salton Sea. This
strategy would avoid the acceleration in salinization attributable to the
Proposed Project and resultant responses of biological resources until
the point at which fish would no longer be supported under the
baseline. See Master Response for Biology /7 Approach to the Salton
Sea Conservation Strategy in Section 3 of this Final EIR/EIS.

Response to Comment P1-6
Please refer to the Master Response on Air Quality/7 Salton Sea Air
Quality Monitoring and Mitigation Plan in Section 3 of this Final
EIR/EIS.
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ahoraeline, that we will also increase the amount of
particulakes that will become airborne. We koow that
there are multiple cases of aschma already in the Imperial
Valley, and we would ba subjecking the human population ke
a tramendous potential health hazard as well, in the avent
that there are these transfers.

80 we, again, believe that there should be a
procass of intense -- basically, it takes more
stakeholders beyond the confines of both the Water
District and the agricultural community, but include. as
wrll, the business community,., tha general citizenghip in
the area and, as well, some additional Mexican tescimony
in relation to their wviaws on the water transfar.

I want te thank you wvery muck. He will be
providing you with some wrikten comments that are more
in-dapkth. Thank yeou wary much.

ME. CARD: Thank you, Mr. Michole. Sergic Hunaez?

ME. NUNEZ: Hello, my nama is Sergio Hunez and I'm a
resident of the local Indic area. First of all, I'd like
to say that I did not receive the CD until Monday, so we
have not had an opportunity to go through bthies material.
Furthermore, I belisve the reports should have bean
submitted ak our lecal libraries, such az Palm Springs.

The CD does not Eo interact with my casputer and
the screen is not the same bo interact with matezial as ke

1l
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Response to Comment P1-7
In accordance with CEQA and NEPA guidelines, the Project has
conducted several public involvement activities to solicit input from
federal, state, and regional local agencies, as well as the general
public, on the scope of the Project, potential impacts, and adequacy of
the environmental document. See Section 1.8.2 in Chapter 1 of the
Draft EIR/EIS.

Response to Comment P1-8
Comment noted. The environmental document was made available to
the public for review at several libraries in the Proposed Project region
of influence. The document was also made available electronically on
the Project website at http://www.is.ch2m.com/iidweb and on CD-ROM.

5-1095



P1-3

1z

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

i1

22

23

24

25

the text, ag to try Eo understand it and go through it
quicker.,

Furthermore, I believe that the community does
not support the water transfer bacauaes the wabter
tranafer -- wa nead that watsr here for future growth and
for development of our future, same as Imperial. How can
a competing region, a coastal region, take away our most
important resource, being water, from our regicn? How can
wa surrandsr thatc?

Bo bo start off with (reading)., "The United
Hationg Security Council's adoptad declarations from tha
Millanium Summic can offer us some guidance. The UN
reaffirmed us co give agqual priority to the maintenance of
internaticnal peace and security in every region of the
world, ard to pay special attention to the promotion of
durable peace and sustainable develspment (post-conflict
poaca-building. )

"The competition for limited resources, waktar,
and rapid populaticn growth are the root cause of regional
conflict which threaten global peace and asustainable
development. The Security Couneil strengly encourages for
the devalaopment of comprahansive and integrated stratagisa
to addrass the root causmems of conflict, including thelr
econcmic and sacial dimensions.®

What I'm talking about bere is the Colerade

12
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Response to Comment P1-9
Without a specific reference to a part of the Draft EIR/EIS, this
comment is too general to respond to. Comment noted.
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Delta, the Salton Sea. We need this water to develop a

comprehengive strategy to address both issues. I beliave

they can be dons with one simple soluktion, but do our

leaders have that wision? Can they put aside their

gelf-intersast for the benafit of all af ue, the publie?

8o I think now with the -- Jeptember 1lth, I

was in Mexicali at the Colorade Delta Symposium, and I'we

been talking thesa wards way before Septesber 11th, and it

really hurt. I don'k know. How can people start

listeaning?

I ran for affica harm. 7280 woters hara in tha

Valley feel the samm way that I feel. and that's why they

put their votes to me. I ran for the local water

district. I ran for the local collage district also in

2001. There is a concern here in the wvalley about this

water tranafer.

And I'1l put that -- that's the end of

that. Thank you very much.

H5. CARD:

Thank you, Mr. Mumer. Chuck Friedly.

MF. FRIEDLY: Chuck Friedly from Dasert Shores. I'm

a propearty owner. I would almest like to reserve time a

little later afbter I hear more comments, becauwse I really

wasn't ready for this meeting today. I just heard abouz

it when I was in town today.

I's a proparty owner. I built my own house at

Dagert Shores.

I kave sunk my life savings intoc this

13
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Response to Comment P1-10
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property. It is a 200-foot waterfront property that I
live on, and that the wife and I have built from scratch.

Wa don't want this water transfer to go through
beacause if they do, we're going ko have a dust bewl jusk
likea tha {(inaundiblea) araa. Wa don't neaad that chemical
reackion running arcund in the air.

Wa have the birda, which is the wildlife, and we
love the birds. ©Our favorite cnas there are the white and
brown pelicans. The brown one is an endangered species.

I wake up every morning and 1 see birds and pelicans in my
backyard. right out my kitchen window.

Also, it would burt sconcmically the area if we
lose our water, becouss now I°'ve just heard chat the
dairynen are thinking about going to the Imperial Valley.
They're going to nesd water. I was affiliated with the
dairies bafore in Artesia. They got pushed out. Now
thay"re baing pushed out of Chino, and they'll havae to go
to the San Joaguin valley. Thie is where they grow the
product -- the alfalfa and the hay, and they need that
regourca down here. We den't need the water to leave our
aresa.

If they have to do it. we want something in
raturn from San Diegeo, like either reclaimed water ts save
the Sea. We've got to have it or it will dry up and we'll
hawve a dust bowl. We don't nesd that. Thank you.

14
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Response to Comment P1-11
Please refer to the Master Response on Air Quality/7 Salton Sea Air
Quality Monitoring and Mitigation Plan in Section 3 of this Final
EIR/EIS.

Response to Comment P1-12

Comment noted.

Response to Comment P1-13
The second implementation scenario for the Proposed Project (QSA
Implementation) includes the more restrictive limit on 1ID's future
diversions of Colorado River water on IID's Priority 3 diversions. Under
the maximum transfers provided for under the QSA, 1ID would retain the
ability to divert in excess of 2.6 MAFY of Colorado River water for
agricultural, industrial, and domestic use within the 11D water service
area. In addition, at the end of the initial 45-year term, the IID/SDCWA
Transfer Agreement potentially allows IID to reclaim up to 34 KAFY of
transfer water for M&l use within the Imperial Valley. This amount is
twice the expected growth in M&I use within the IID water service area
over the next 45 years. Therefore, the Proposed Project and
Alternatives described in the Draft EIR/EIS can be implemented without
compromising the Imperial Valley's urban water supply. 11D will continue
to make water deliveries reasonably required for municipal and
industrial beneficial uses, including current use and expected growth in
these sectors.

Response to Comment P1-14
Please refer to the Master Response on Air Quality/7 Salton Sea Air
Quality Monitoring and Mitigation Plan in Section 3 of this Final
EIR/EIS.
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BE. CARD: Thank you, Mr. Friedly. Aare

speaker cards?

Wall, wa do have an annsuncement.

there anymore

It has come

B our attention that the diskettes that we have here

eonight may be defective.

dafactive, pleass call Sandy Eto,

If you find oukt yours is

E-T-0, at 602-216-3857,

and the Bureau of Eeclamation will provide another capy ko

you. Pleass make sure your address is provided if you

laava har a mESSAgE.

We have no speaker cards at this time. What

wa'd like to do, them, is go off tha record and prowvida

folkas an apportunity to mill around with the staff of the

Bureau of Reclamation, the Fish and Wildlife Service and

the Imperial Irrigatiocn Districk.

Then afker a 15-,

20-minute braak, we'll geo back on the recerd Lif folks have

additicnal commants for

HE. CARD:

(QEf the racord.)

It's 5:50 p.m.

HWe have another spsaker.

the record.

Wa'd like to go back on the record now.

Shirley Lee Falmer,

repraseanting DISA. Mrs. Palmer, if you could tell ues whe

you'ra repressnting.,

Hi. PALMER: Good evening to

svening,

Falmer .

the panel.

Food

ladies and gentlemen. My name is Shirley Lee

I live in Desert Shores,

Califernia,

and I'm

15
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representing the Desert Shores Improvement Association,

of which I'm the president.

I have lived arcund the Salton Sea for 40

yaars- I have watched it when it £looded and IID was

auad, ko their demize. T have been all arcund bthe world.

I've lived in many places, but I'm here because of the

Salton Sea. I have businesses around the Sea.

Thias last threa weeks I have dene ressarech in

the county libraries regarding the winda of the Salten

Sea. I undarstand that the science people can't take this

ag fact., They have to have tha actual racordings from

chair instruments from the different agencies that keep

the wind miles per hour, but in my reading of the articles

in the paper, there wers winds wp to 165 milas an hour.

Of all the storms that I read abouk,

least 85 miles an hour.

We hawe Borregos all the time.

the winds werae at

I den't know Lf

you're from this area or mok, but if you are, sometimes

the winds blow for days and daya and days.

If the seabad

ia exposed, life will be unbhesarable when the winds blaow.

I live in Imperial County,

Degert Shores, and it

is beaukiful. The Salton Sea brings many wisitors to my

town, to my businssass, and if the S=a goes, my business

will go. My life will go.

the Zalton Sea.

I don't want to mowva.

I love

16
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Response to Comment P1-15
Please refer to the Master Response on Air Quality/7 Salton Sea Air
Quality Monitoring and Mitigation Plan in Section 3 of this Final
EIR/EIS.

Response to Comment P1-16
Refer to the Master Response on Socioeconomics/J] Property Values
and Fiscal Impact Estimates in Section 3 of this Final EIR/EIS.
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I'm here te tell you that in the three weeks
that I've been going arcund the Sea and te the library,
Mrs. and Mre. LaRue from Salton Sea Beach, Jim Johnaon and
I have talked ko owver 1000 peocpls. They do nob want a
cranafer of wakbaer.

I underatand bthat maybe a tranasfer of some sort
has to be made. Everybody feels that a three-fest
lowaring of the sea would not be bad, but anything elase
would net be acceptable to us. I know that you have to --
that the birds are the main issue to everyocne, to all the
anvironmentalists, but you'we gob to consider people and
their guality of life, and even their being able to live.

The people in my town are senicr citizens.
They'ze too old. They don't want to move. They moved
there bacauss they worked hard all their l1ife and they'wve
coma thare ko enjoy tha Salton Sea. It is beautiful. I
cannot tell you of the tranguilibty, the marvelous obuncetes
and sunrises. The summertime heat i8 horrible, but if wyou
live im a house with air-conditioming, ik'"s not ao bad.

Plassa really, really take into issue the
people. We don't want beo lose the Sea, and we ask you te
not take our water. Thank you.

ME. CARD: Thank you, Ma. Palmer.

Any other speaker cards? Anyoene whe would like

ko step forward and speak., including these whe have

17
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Response to Comment P1-17

Comment noted.

Response to Comment P1-18
Comment noted. Potential impacts to sensitive receptors, including
humans, as a result of Salton Sea shoreline receding are addressed in
Section 3.7 of the Draft EIR/EIS.

Response to Comment P1-19

Comment noted.

Response to Comment P1-20

Comment noted.
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already made a statement? We'll open back up tor an
addicional five minutea.

ME. WICHOLS: Hello, again. For the record, I'm Mark
Nichols with the Cabazon Band of Mission Inmdiana. It's
great to be abla to have a faw more minubes.

It's intersasting when peopla talk about "thres
fept." I just heard the words "thres feet wouldn't be too
bad® and semebody saying "T know that seme of this has ko
happen." I mean, there's sort of a presumption that this
has to happen out there in people's minds. Unfortunately,
though, I think the majority of peopla that aren't quote
"in the business" in some fashicn or form are not
suppertive of this transfer.

It's my understanding that a reduction of three
fast, or at least five feet, would hasically reveal about
¥4,000 acres of shoreline thak's currently covered., So
I'm nok sure that pecple understand that a mezs thras Eeet
might expose 35,000 acres of shoraline. S5 that's wery
significank.

dnce that dust blows ower the residents that
live locally., it's geing to predominantly blow over the
agricultural workers and pecple that are probably the
least protected and have the least amounk of opportunikcy
to represent thelr own interests.

Ta the south of us, and occasionally we im the

18
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Response to Comment P1-21
Please refer to the Master Response on Air Quality/7 Salton Sea Air
Quality Monitoring and Mitigation Plan in Section 3 of this Final
EIR/EIS.

Response to Comment P1-22

Comment noted.
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Palm Springs area and in the Palm Desert area will also
foel the effects, and those will be devastating to us from
an acononic standpeink.

I wanted to sort of close the floor with our
comments to suggest that, you know, we've talked about
this im vterms of it being a -- I guess, a scientific
problem, a development problem, a transfer problem. We
think this needs to be in the form of and only framed from
the pergpeckive of initially a moral decision.

As wa look back on what we'wve done through our
lives and in maybe our children's lives and so forth,
we're going to sort of ultimately be judged not only by
what we did in terms of sticks and bricks. but what werae
the athics.

If, in fact, the water belongs to the praparty,
wa halieve that it was far purposes of farming, and thas
E2 the axbent that the water transfer has to transfer
ouk -- and we say that these opportunities or optlons for
ratransferring water back inte the area, cne being pipe in
or pipe ouk, or even the grander scheme of a canal ar,
say, paying some farmers for not farming so that we could
hava access bo that, or paying Coachella valley for its
allocation, whatever it is, these are all Loc expensive,

I have yet to ses calculaticons of what these
transfers are geolng te genearate. I think there should be

1%
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Response to Comment P1-23

Comment noted.

Response to Comment P1-24

Comment noted.

Response to Comment P1-25
The EIR/EIS presents the type and magnitude of estimated third-party
socioeconomic impacts associated with the Proposed Project and each
alternative evaluated in the EIR/EIS. As described in the Draft EIR/EIS,
depending on the eventual implementation of the water conservation
program, there could either be beneficial or adverse impacts to the
regional economy. If water is conserved using on-farm and water
delivery system improvements, it is anticipated that there would be
beneficial effects to regional employment; therefore, there would not be
any adverse effects to mitigate. If fallowing is used to conserve all or a
portion of the water to be transferred, there would be adverse effects to
the regional economy and farm workers as identified in the Draft
EIR/EIS.

The 11D Board will consider whether to implement socioeconomic
mitigation measures when it considers whether to approve the
Proposed Project or an alternative to the Proposed Project.



	Return to Contents: 
	Continue: 


